
CDC's  Nat ional
Environmental

Publ ic  Health  Tracking
Program

Idea l l y,  l o ca l  pub l i c  hea l t h  agenc i e s ,
wo r k i ng  w i th  the i r  commun i t i e s ,  wou ld
b e  a b l e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
re sea r ch ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  whe re  da ta  we re
c u l t u r a l l y  s e n s i t i v e .

T h e  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  E P H T  p r o g r a mT h e  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  E P H T  p r o g r a mT h e  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  E P H T  p r o g r a mT h e  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  E P H T  p r o g r a mT h e  v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  E P H T  p r o g r a m
i s  t h a t  c o m m u n i t i e s   a r e  b e t t e r
p ro t e c t ed  f r om adve r s e  hea l t h  e f f e c t s
th rough  the  i n t eg r a t i on  o f  pub l i c
h e a l t h  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i n f o r m a t i o n
s y s t e m s .

T h e  g o a l s  o f  t h eT h e  g o a l s  o f  t h eT h e  g o a l s  o f  t h eT h e  g o a l s  o f  t h eT h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e
E P H T  p r o g r a mE P H T  p r o g r a mE P H T  p r o g r a mE P H T  p r o g r a mE P H T  p r o g r a m
i n c l u d ei n c l u d ei n c l u d ei n c l u d ei n c l u d e :
• T h e  d e v e l o p -

m e n t  o f  a
s u s t a i n a b l e ,
na t i ona l
env i r onmenta l
pub l i c  hea l t h
t r a c k i n g  s y s t e m .

• Inc rea s ing
env i r onmenta l
pub l i c  hea l t h
t r a ck ing
capac i t y.

•   D i s seminat ing  re l i ab le  in fo rmat ion .
•   A d v a n c i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p u b l i c

hea l t h  s c i ence  and  r e s ea r ch .
•   B r i dg ing  the  gap  be tween  pub l i c

hea l th  and  the  env i ronment .

When  c r ea t ed ,  the  na t i ona l  EPHT
ne twork  w i l l  be  s t anda rd s -ba sed  and
w i l l  a l l ow  f o r  d i r e c t  e l e c t r on i c  da t a
r epo r t i ng  and  l i n kage  w i th in  and
ac ro s s  hea l t h  e f f e c t ,  e xpo su r e ,  and
h a z a r d  d a t a .   T h i s  s y s t e m  w i l l  o f f e r
o n g o i n g  m o n i t o r i n g  a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n
o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  l e v e l s  o f

n  J anua r y  2001 ,  the  Pew  Env i ronmenta l
Hea l t h  Commi s s i on  i s s ued  the  r epo r t ,
Amer i c a ’s  Env i ronmenta l  Hea l th  Gap :
Why  Th i s  Coun t r y  Needs  a  Na t i onw ide
Hea l th  Tr a c k i ng  Ne two rk .   The  “gap”

r e f e r r e d  t o  i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t
cou ld  p rov ide  documen ted  l i n k s  be tween
tox i c an t s  and  ch ron i c  d i s e a s e s .   The  Pew  r epo r t
p r e s e n t s  a  l o g i c a l  a n d  c o m p e l l i n g  p r e s c r i p t i o n
to  add re s s  t he  gap  by  i n t eg r a t i ng  ex i s t i ng  and
n e w  s u r v e i l l a n c e  s y s t e m s  f o r  d i s e a s e  w i t h
env i r onmen ta l  e xpo su r e  t r a c k i ng  s y s t ems ;
l i n k i n g  d i s e a s e  a n d
exposu re - i n t eg ra t ed
s y s t e m s  w i t h  d a t a  o n
env i ronmenta l  ha za rd s ;
a n a l y z i n g  a l l  o f  t h e s e
in t eg ra t ed  da t a  on  an
ongo ing  ba s i s ;  and
t ak i ng  pub l i c  hea l t h
a c t i o n  b a s e d  o n
r evea l ed  l i n k s  be tween
d i s e a s e s  a n d  e n v i r o n -
men ta l  cond i t i on s .

T h e  C e n t e r s  f o r  D i s e a s e
Con t ro l  and  P r even t i on
(CDC) ’s  Env i r onmen ta l  Pub l i c  Hea l th  Tr a ck i ng
p rog r am i s  de s i gn ing  a  na t i ona l  Env i r onmen ta l
Pub l i c  Hea l th  Tr ack ing  ( EPHT)  ne twork  to
ove r come  th i s  gap  i den t i f i ed  by  the  Pew
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  H e a l t h  C o m m i s s i o n .    A  l o c a l
pe r spec t i v e—based  on  the  need  f o r  r e l e van t ,
c o n s i s t e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n
o f  ha za rd s ;  pub l i c  s uppo r t ;  and  env i r onmenta l
hea l t h  p r i o r i t i e s  deve l oped  th rough  commun i t y
pa r t i c i pa t i on—i s  impo r t an t  t o  deve lop ing
e f f e c t i v e  t r a c k i n g  s y s t e m s .   L o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h
agenc i e s ,  a l ong  w i th  the i r  con s t i t uen t s ,  w i l l
bo th  con t r i bu t e  t o  and  a cce s s  t he  EPHT  ne two r k
i n  w a y s  t h a t  w i l l  i n f o r m  p o l i c i e s  a n d  t i m e l y
in te rvent ions .    to  f ac i l i t a te  communi ty -based
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An or ientat ion for  local  publ ic  heal th pract i t ioners

N A C C H O  i s  t h e  n a t i o n a l

o rgan i z a t i on  r ep re sen t i ng

local public health agencies. 

N A C C H O  s u p p o r t s  e f f o r t s

t h a t  p r o t e c t  a n d  i m p r o v e

the hea l th  of  a l l  people  and

all communities by promoting

nat iona l  po l icy,  deve loping

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  p r o g r a m s ,

s eek ing  hea l th  equ i t y,  and

s u p p o r t i n g  e f f e c t i v e  l o c a l

pub l i c  hea l th  p r ac t i c e  and

sy s t ems .
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ENVIRONMENTAL PUBLIC HEALTH TRACKING

is a specific type of public health surveillance.

It provides for the ongoing collection, integration,

analysis, and interpretation of data or information

about  env i ronmenta l  hazards ,  exposure  to

environmental  hazards,  and non-infect ious

chronic and acute human health effects potentially

related to exposure to environmental hazards.

It includes dissemination of information learned

from these  data.



env i r onmen ta l  con t am inan t s  and
t r end s  i n  d i s e a s e  occu r r ence .   I t  w i l l
a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e  r e s e a r c h  o n  p o s s i b l e
e t i o l og i c  l i n k age s ,  and  p rov ide
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  h e l p  a s s e s s  t h e
i m p a c t  o f  r e g u l a t o r y  a n d
p reven t i on  s t r a t eg i e s .   W i th  th i s
i n fo rma t i on ,  f ede ra l ,  s t a t e ,  and
loc a l  agenc i e s  w i l l  b e  be t t e r
p repa red  to  deve lop  and  eva lua t e
e f f e c t i v e  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a c t i o n  t o
p r e v e n t  o r  c o n t r o l  d i s e a s e s  a c r o s s
ou r  na t i on .

B e n e f i t sB e n e f i t sB e n e f i t sB e n e f i t sB e n e f i t s
U s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a n  E P H T
ne twork ,  f ede r a l ,  s t a t e ,  and  l o ca l
agenc i e s  w i l l  be  be t t e r  p r epa red  to
d e v e l o p  a n d  e v a l u a t e  e f f e c t i v e
pub l i c  hea l t h  a c t i on s  t o  p r even t  o r
c o n t r o l  c h r o n i c  a n d  a c u t e  d i s e a s e s
tha t  c an  be  l i n ked  to  env i r onmen ta l
cond i t i on s .   Pub l i c  hea l t h  and
hea l t h  c a r e  p rov ide r s  w i l l  b e  mo re
i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
hea l t h  i n  gene r a l ,  and  spec i f i c a l l y
w i l l  unde r s t and  more  tho rough l y
the  connec t i on  be tween  the
env i r onmen t  and  the  hea l t h  o f  t he i r
commun i t i e s ,  l e ad ing  to  be t t e r  c a r e
and  t a rge ted  p reven t i v e  s e r v i c e s .  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  h a v e  a
be t t e r  unde r s t and ing  o f  a c t i on s
tha t  may  be  t a ken  to  p ro t e c t  o r
improve  the  pub l i c ' s  hea l th .
Ove r a l l ,  E PHT  w i l l  c r ea t e  an
improved  o rgan i z a t i ona l  and
t e c h n i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r
co l l e c t i ng ,  manag ing ,  exchang ing ,
a n d  u s i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a  w i d e
a r r a y  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p u b l i c
h e a l t h  i s s u e s  a n d  c o n c e r n s .

O n  a  l o c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e s e  b e n e f i t s  c a n
m a n i f e s t  i n  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  s p e c i f i c
env i r onmen ta l  hea l t h  i nnova t i on s .
T h e  n e t w o r k  w i l l  m a k e  a c c e s i b l e
l i n k e d  d a t a  s e t s  t o  e x a m i n e  l o c a l -
l e ve l  geog raph i c  and  t empo ra l
t r end s  a round  hea l t h  ou t comes .
T h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  s u c h  d a t a  s e t s  w i l l
imp rove  the  ab i l i t y  t o  r e spond  to
ou tb r eak s ,  d i s e a s e  c l u s t e r s ,  and
emerg ing  th rea t s .   Whe the r  t r a ck ing
the  p r eva l ence  o f  a s thma ,
i n c r ea s i ng  r a t e s  o f  b i r t h  de f e c t s ,  o r

l i n kage s  be tween  t r a f f i c - r e l a t ed
in j u r i e s ,  t r a f f i c  pa t t e rn s ,  and
popu l a t i on  dens i t y,  t he  EPHT
n e t w o r k  w i l l  o f f e r  h e a l t h  o f f i c i a l s
u n p r e c e d e n t e d  c o m b i n a t i o n s  o f
d a t a  s e t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i m p r o v i n g
long - t e rm  env i r onmenta l  hea l th
in t e r ven t i on s .

P a r t n e r sP a r t n e r sP a r t n e r sP a r t n e r sP a r t n e r s
T h e  r e l e v a n c e  a n d  v a l u e  o f  t h e
e m e r g i n g  d a t a  i s  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  l i n k e d
t o  t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  c a p a c i t y  o f
the  my r i ad  na t i ona l ,  s t a t e ,  and  l o ca l
pa r tne r s  tha t  w i l l  bo th  deve lop  and
use  the  ne twork .   Fo r tuna te l y,  a
b r o a d  a n d  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s l a t e  o f
na t i ona l ,  s t a t e  and  l o ca l  pa r tne r s
a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  a n d  i s  w o r k i n g
c o l l a b o r a t i v e l y  t o  f o r m  t h e
ne twork .   F rom the  CDC’s  Na t i ona l
Cen te r  f o r  Env i r onmenta l  Hea l th
(NCEH) ,  t o  a  numbe r  o f  na t i ona l l y
r e cogn i z ed  a cadem ic  i n s t i t u t i on s ,
n a t i o n a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l
o rgan i z a t i on s ,  t o  upwa rd s  o f  24
s t a t e  a n d  l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h
agenc i e s ,  t he  wo rk  t o -da t e  r e f l e c t s
a  g r o u n d s w e l l  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  a n d
mu l t i d i s c i p l i n a r y  pa r tne r sh ip s .

F u n d e d  P r o j e c t sF u n d e d  P r o j e c t sF u n d e d  P r o j e c t sF u n d e d  P r o j e c t sF u n d e d  P r o j e c t s
Wi th  app rop r i a t i on s  o f  $17 .5
m i l l i o n  i n  f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 0 2 ,  C D C
f u n d e d  1 7  s t a t e s ,  t h r e e  l o c a l  p u b l i c
h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s ,  a n d  t h r e e  s c h o o l s
o f  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  t o  b e g i n
deve l opmen t  o f  a  na t i ona l  E PHT
ne two r k  and  t o  deve l op  c apac i t y  i n
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a t  t h e
s t a t e  and  l o ca l  l e v e l s .   I n  2003 ,  CDC
awa rded  an  add i t i ona l  $4 .2  m i l l i on
to  s t a t e  hea l t h  depa r tmen t s  t o  f und
10  add i t i ona l  p ro j e c t s .   The s e
p ro j e c t s  w i l l
demons t r a t e  and
e v a l u a t e  m e t h o d s  f o r
l i n k i n g  d a t a  f r o m
ongo ing ,  ex i s t i ng
hea l t h - e f f e c t
s u r v e i l l a n c e  s y s t e m s
w i th  da t a  f r om ex i s t i ng
s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d
m o n i t o r i n g  s y s t e m s  f o r
h u m a n  e x p o s u r e s  a n d
env i ronmenta l  ha za rd s .

I f  y ou  a r e

in t e r e s t ed  i n

l ea rn ing  mo r e

abou t  th e

Env i r onmen ta l

Pub l i c  Hea l th

Tra ck ing  n e two rk ,

o r  wan t  t o  b e come

mor e  d i r e c t l y

invo l v ed  in  cu r r en t

o r  fu tu r e

Env i r onmen ta l

Pub l i c  Hea l th

Tra ck ing  a c t i v i t i e s ,

p l ea s e  v i s i t

www.cdc .gov/

NCEH/TRACKING/

EPHTrack ing/

EPHTrack ing .h tm .



O n e  g o a l  o f  t h e
NYC  p ro j e c t  i s
the
deve lopment
o f  a  t r a c k i n g
s y s t e m  t h a t
l i n k s
d e s c r i p t o r s  o f
s o c i a l
c o n d i t i o n s  i n
NYC to
env i r onmenta l
haza rd s  and
hea l th
o u t c o m e s .   F o r
e x a m p l e ,  N Y C  i s  l i n k i n g  h o u s i n g  q u a l i t y  d a t a  w i t h  e c o n o m i c
i n d i c a t o r s  a n d  b u i l d i n g  a  b o d y  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a r o u n d  l i n k s
be tween  f i n anc i a l  s t a tu s ,  bu i l d i ng  cond i t i on s ,  and  popu l a t i on
hea l th .   U l t ima te l y,  t he  wo rk  w i l l  s uppo r t  a  b roaden ing  o f  t he
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t  t o  i n c l u d e  s o m e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t
may  p r ed i c t  hea l t h  and  he lp  suppo r t  more  app rop r i a t e  and
ta rge ted  in te r ven t ions .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
w w w.cdc .gov /nceh/ t r a ck ing /EPHTrack ing /con tac t s /nyc .h tm .

H o u s t o nH o u s t o nH o u s t o nH o u s t o nH o u s t o n
T h e  H o u s t o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  H u m a n  S e r v i c e s  i s
d e v e l o p i n g  a  l o c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  t r a c k i n g  s y s t e m
t h a t  b u i l d s  o n  e x i s t i n g  l o c a l  d a t a  s y s t e m s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e
depa r tmen t ’s  env i ronmenta l  mon i to r i ng  da t a  and  l abo ra to r y
da t a .  Work  i s  unde rway  to  deve l op  l i n kage s  w i th  many  ex t e rna l
da t a  s y s t ems ,  i n c l ud ing  the  Texa s  Depa r tmen t  o f  Hea l t h ’s  c ance r
a n d  b i r t h  d e f e c t s  s u r v e i l l a n c e  s y s t e m s ;  t h e  Te x a s  C o m m i s s i o n  o n
Env i r onmen ta l  Qua l i t y  mon i to r i ng  da t a ;  t he  U . S .  Env i r onmen ta l
P ro t e c t i on  Agency ’s  da t a ;  t he  l o ca l  counc i l  o f  gove rnmen t ’s
t r a f f i c  d e n s i t y  d a t a ;  a n d  v a r i o u s  c o m p l a i n t  d a t a b a s e s  k e p t  b y
l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  T h e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  t r a c k i n g  s y s t e m s  w i l l  b e
an  i n t eg r a l  pa r t  o f  t he  depa r tmen t ’s  pub l i c  hea l t h  i n fo rma t i on
ne two r k  ( PH IN) .  The  t r a c k i ng  s y s t em w i l l  p rov ide  i n f o rma t i on  f o r
c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a n d  a s s i s t  i n  r e s e a r c h  t o  m i t i g a t e
t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  e x p o s u r e s  o n  t h e  h e a l t h  o f
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  H o u s t o n  c o m m u n i t y.   U p g r a d i n g  o f  t h e
depa r tmen t ’s  compute r  i n f r a s t r uc tu r e  t o  a l l ow  con t i nued
p rog re s s  t owa rd  an  i n t eg r a t ed  su r ve i l l ance  ne two r k  i s  a  p r i o r i t y
o f  the  p ro j e c t .

T h u s  f a r ,  t h e  c i t y  o f  H o u s t o n  i s  b u i l d i n g  c a p a c i t y  f o r
co l l abo r a t i on  be tween  pub l i c  hea l t h  and  env i r onmen ta l
a g e n c i e s .   T h e  i n t e n t i o n  i s  t h a t  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  o f f i c i a l s  i n
Hous ton  w i l l  s oon  be  be t t e r  ab l e  t o  i den t i f y  i n t e r r e l a t i on sh ip s
a n d  d e s i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  c h r o n i c  d i s e a s e  j u s t  a s  o t h e r  p u b l i c
hea l t h  b r anche s  do  th rough  t r ad i t i ona l  ep idem io logy.   They  a r e
w o r k i n g  t o  u s h e r  i n  a n  e r a  i n  w h i c h  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h a z a r d s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c h r o n i c  i l l n e s s e s  w i l l
l e ad  to  app rop r i a t e  and  e f f e c t i v e  env i r onmen ta l

A t  t he  na t i ona l ,  s t a t e ,  and  l o ca l  l e ve l s ,  t he
i n i t i a t i v e  w o r k s  a c r o s s  c a t e g o r i c a l
p rog rams  to  i n t eg ra t e  ex i s t i ng  and  new
s u r v e i l l a n c e  s y s t e m s  w i t h  a  g o a l  o f
deve lop ing  ne twork s  tha t  add re s s
s t a keho lde r  needs .   Add i t i ona l
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  f u n d e d  s t a t e ,  l o c a l ,  a n d
a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m s  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d
on l i ne  a t  w w w.cdc .gov /nceh / t r a c k i ng /
EPHTrack ing/EPHTrack ing .h tm.

L o c a l  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  S i t e sL o c a l  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  S i t e sL o c a l  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  S i t e sL o c a l  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  S i t e sL o c a l  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  S i t e s
T h r e e  l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s  w e r e
funded  d i r e c t l y  t h rough  the  CDC/NCEH
EPHT  g ran t s .   The i r  p ro j e c t s ,  wh i l e  v a s t l y
d i f f e r e n t ,  s e e k  t o  bu i l d  env i r onmen t a l
pub l i c  hea l th  c apac i t y,  i n c r ea se
co l l abo r a t i on  be tween  env i r onmen ta l  and
hea l t h  agenc i e s ,  i d en t i f y  and  eva l ua t e
e x i s t i n g  d a t a  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  d e v e l o p
pa r tne r sh ip s  w i th  non -gove rnmen ta l
o rgan i z a t i on s  and  commun i t i e s .

N e w  YN e w  YN e w  YN e w  YN e w  Yo r ko r ko r ko r ko r k
The  New Yo rk  C i t y  (NYC)  Depa r tment  o f
Hea l th  and  Men ta l  Hyg i ene  p l an s  t o
a s s e s s ,  e v a l ua t e ,  and  enhance  hea l t h
e f f e c t ,  e xpo su r e ,  and  haza rd  su r ve i l l ance
s y s t ems  i n  New Yo r k  C i t y.   I t s  p rog ram,
“Env i r onmen ta l  Connec t i on s , ”  bu i l d s
upon  the  l ong - r e cogn i z ed  need  f o r
s u r v e i l l a n c e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  m a n y
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h  i s s u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g
pe s t i c i de  u se  and  exposu re ,  hea l th - r e l a t ed
h o u s i n g  q u a l i t y  c o n c e r n s  a n d  i n t e g r a t e d
adu l t  and  ch i l d  heavy  me ta l s  e xpo su r e .
T h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Connec t i on s  i n c l ude  e va l ua t i ng  cu r r en t
d a t a  s y s t e m s  f o r  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  d e s c r i b e
hou s i ng  qua l i t y,  pe s t i c i de  u s e ,  and  heavy
me ta l s  e xpo su r e ,  and  to  l i n k  t he s e  da t a  t o
h e a l t h  o u t c o m e s  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e i r
r e l a t i on sh ip s .   To  c a r r y  t h i s  ou t ,  NYC  i s
comp l e t i ng  an  i n ven to r y  o f  hea l t h  and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d a t a  s o u r c e s ;  c o n v e n i n g  a
p l a n n i n g  c o n s o r t i u m  o f  l o c a l
env i r onmen ta l  hea l t h  s t a keho lde r s ;
a cqu i r i ng ,  l i n k i ng  and  ana l y z i ng  da t a ;
ga the r i ng  new  human  pe s t i c i de  and
meta l s  e xposu re  da t a  th rough  a  New Yo r k
C i t y  Hea l th  and  Nut r i t i on  Examina t i on
Su r vey,  e va l ua t i ng  l o ca l  po l i c i e s  and
r e g u l a t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t a l
hea l th ;  and  i den t i f y i ng  and  p romot ing
loca l  s t anda rd s -ba s ed  env i r onmen ta l
hea l t h  p romot i on  a c t i v i t i e s .



Nat iona l

Env i ronmenta l

Pub l i c  Hea l th

Track ing

Network

To  f i nd  ou t

mor e  abou t  th e

Env i r onmen ta l

Pub l i c  Hea l th

Track ing

ne two rk ,

p l ea s e  v i s i t

www.nac cho . o r g /

p r o j e c t95 . c fm .

i n t e r ven t i on s  t ha t  w i l l  r e su l t  i n
i m p r o v e d  c o m m u n i t y  h e a l t h .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
www.c i .hous ton . tx .u s /depa r tme/
hea l t h /W in t e r_ 2003 .pd f
o r
w w w.cdc .gov /nceh/ t r a ck ing /
EPHTrack ing/contact s /houston.htm.

T h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i aT h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i aT h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i aT h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i aT h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a
T h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a
Depa r tmen t  o f  Hea l t h  i s  deve l op ing
i n f o r m a t i o n  s y s t e m s  c o n t a i n i n g
env i r onmen ta l  da t a  on  human
exposu re s  and  haza rd s .   E s t ab l i s hed
d a t a  o n  h e a l t h  e f f e c t s  i s  b e i n g  u s e d
to  bu i l d  an  env i r onmen ta l  pub l i c
hea l t h  t r a c k i ng  s y s t em.  P ro j e c t
g o a l s  i n c l u d e  d o c u m e n t i n g  t h e
re l a t i on  be tween  env i ronmenta l
expo su r e  and  hea l t h  e f f e c t s ;
ga in ing  g r ea t e r  ab i l i t y  t o  unde r t a ke
h e a l t h  a s s e s s m e n t ,  p o l i c y
deve lopment  and  a s su r ance ;  and
gene r a t i ng  i n f o rma t i on  tha t  gu ide s
p o l i c y  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  d e c i s i o n
m a k i n g  o n  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d
t r ea tmen t  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s
r e sou r ce  a l l o ca t i on .

Wash ing ton ,  DC ,  i s  u s i ng  the i r
emerg ing  EPHT  ne twork  p ro j e c t  t o
f o c u s  o n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f
p o l i c i e s  t h a t  i d e n t i f y  a n d  a d d r e s s
s p e c i f i c  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  h e a l t h
i s s u e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  e v o l v e  i n t o
env i r onmenta l  hea l t h  eme rgenc i e s .

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  v i s i t
w w w.cdc .gov /nceh/ t r a ck ing /
EPHTr a c k i n g / c o n t a c t s /
wash_ dc .h tm.

C o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h eC o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h eC o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h eC o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h eC o n n e c t i n g  t o  t h e
N e t w o r kN e t w o r kN e t w o r kN e t w o r kN e t w o r k
T h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  n e t w o r k
depends ,  i n  pa r t ,  on  the  w i l l i ngne s s
o f  l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s
t o  commi t  t ime ,  know ledge ,  and
ene rgy  t o  i t s  deve l opmen t  and  u s e .
A s  s u c h ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f
C o u n t y  a n d  C i t y  H e a l t h  O f f i c i a l s
(NACCHO)  w i l l  f o cu s  a  g r ea t  dea l  o f
a t t en t i on  i n  t he  com ing  yea r s  t o
l i n k i n g  l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o  t h e  e m e r g i n g  E P H T
network .

NACCHO w i l l  enhance  co l l abo ra t i on
be tween  l o ca l  pub l i c  hea l th
agenc i e s ,  env i r onmenta l  agenc i e s ,
and  pa r tne r  o rgan i z a t i on s  i n  o rde r
t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  t h e
v a r i o u s  t r a c k i n g  p r o j e c t s  b y
pa r t i c i pa t i ng  i n  coo rd ina t i on
a c t i v i t i e s ,  c o n v e n i n g  f o c u s  g r o u p s
t o  d i s c u s s  b a r r i e r s  a n d  n e e d s ,  a n d
t h r o u g h  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l
t r a c k ing  p ro j e c t  coo rd ina to r s .
Pa r t i cu l a r  a t t en t i on  w i l l  be  g i ven  to
a d v a n c i n g  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  a n d
deve l op ing  l i n k s  be tween  s t a t e  and
l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  a g e n c i e s .

F r o m  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f
d e m o n s t r a t i o n  s i t e s  t o  s e r v i n g  a s  a
r e s o u r c e  f o r  c o n n e c t i n g  i n t e r e s t e d
l o c a l  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t o
ongo ing  env i r onmen ta l  pub l i c
hea l th  t r a c k i ng  e f f o r t s ,  NACCHO
in tends  t o  be  a  condu i t  be tween
env i r onmen ta l  hea l t h  p r a c t i t i one r s
and  the  a r ch i t e c t s  o f  t he  EPHT
network .

I f  y o u  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l e a r n i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  N A C C H O ' s
w o r k  r e l a t e d  t o  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  Tr a c k i n g ,
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  J e n n i f e r  L i ,  M P H ,  P r o g r a m  M a n a g e r ,  a t
( 2 0 2 )  7 8 3 - 5 5 5 0 ,  E x t . 2 3 4 ,  e - m a i l  j l i @ n a c c h o . o r g .
We b  s i t e :  w w w. n a c c h o . o r g / p r o j e c t 9 5 . c f m .


